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cessful mandatory recycling program 
upon the adoption of the state require-
ment that each municipality establish 
and implement a municipal recycling 
program (Chapter 102, Laws of N.J. 
1987).  In the late 1980”s Englewood’s 
recycling program was professionally op-
erated by the Department of Public 
Works. 
 
The City of Englewood, following the 
guidelines in the Revised General Ordi-
nances, requires recycling and source 
separation of recyclables from other gar-
bage and rubbish.  Recyclable materials 
include newspapers, glass, aluminum, 
mixed metal containers, white metal, 
plastic bottles, batteries, waste motor oil, 
corrugated paper, high grade bond pa-
per and leaves.  Englewood also recy-
cles asphalt materials as part of its road 
reconstruction projects.   
 
Englewood collects glass and aluminum 
materials and newspaper and other 
white paper, once each week through-
out the residential areas of the City.  
Also, private haulers are required to re-
port recycled amounts collected from 
the commercial sectors.  In a joint ven-
ture with its neighboring Borough of Le-
onia, Englewood operates a leaf com-
posting site that recycles leaves from 
both municipalities and transforms them 
into mulch. Not only is this effort an excel-
lent model for shared services between 
communities but it also removes 100% of 
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Recycling 
 
The City of Englewood has a long-
standing commitment to recycling that 
preceded the enactment of mandatory 

recycling by the State of New Jersey in 
1987.   In the 1970’s and 1980’s, Engle-
wood had a far-reaching recycling pro-
gram that was administered and oper-
ated by volunteers.  Englewood was well 
prepared to develop and operate a suc-
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Figure IX - 1:  Leaf Compost Facility 
Joint Venture with the Borough of Leonia 
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Figure IX - 2:  2006 Recycling Rates in New Jersey By County 
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RECYCLING ELEMENT 

Figure IX - 3:  1985 to 2006 Recycling Rates for the State of New Jersey 

the leaf waste out of the solid waste 
stream. 
 
Waste generation in New Jersey has con-
sistently increased from 1985 to the pre-
sent, almost doubling in quantity during 
that period.   In 2006, the last fully reported 
year, 22.7 million tons of solid waste were 
generated.  Bergen County generated 
over 2 million tons of that waste, second 
only to Middlesex County in the State.   
 
In 2005, the State of New Jersey gener-
ated over 21 million tons of solid waste per 
year.  In that year 53% of the solid waste 
was recycled, including glass, plastic, alu-
minum, newspaper, scrap iron, concrete 
and wood.   
 
In the 1990’s, the State established a goal 
of recycling 60 percent of the total waste 
stream.  This goal was exceeded in 1996 
and 1997 (the recycling rate was 61 per-
cent), but in 1997 a federal court decision 
deregulating solid waste in the state led to 
County control of the waste flow.  The re-
sult was that the state tax that provided 
grant monies to municipalities for recy-
cling ceased and there was less promo-
tion of recycling throughout the state.  As 
a result, since 1997, the state as well as 
most municipalities, have not provided the 
same level of education and support for 
recycling in New Jersey.  Both local and 
Statewide recycling efforts ended up with 
decreased amounts of recycling. This 
trend must be turned around. 
 



cling effort.  The level of recycling has 
been consistent over the past four years, 
however this quantity can be greatly in-
creased.  An increase in recycled ton-
nage will have direct value to the City by 
decreasing dumping fees (the fees 
charged by landfills) which is currently 
$83 per ton but it will also produce in-
creased revenues from the sale of the 
recycled materials.  In these difficult eco-
nomic times, an investment in education 
and enforcement could be enormously 
beneficial to the City by markedly in-
creasing the tonnage of recycled mate-
rials. 
 
The Department of Public Works is cur-
rently reviewing its entire recycling pro-
gram and is preparing an increased edu-
cation program that will focus on the 
schools in the City. 
 
 
The Master Plan continues to support the 
concept of recycling.  It is an environ-
mentally sound practice with important 
practical benefits.  The Master Plan en-
courages the City to provide a continu-
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Figure IX - 5:  Englewood Department of Public Works 
Bottle, Can and Cardboard Collection 

 2004  2005  2006  2007 

Cardboard, Paper, Bottles             

and Cans (total annual ton‐
nage)   2,329  2,279  2,543  2,276    

Figure IX - 4:  2004 through 2007 Municipal Recycling 
City of Englewood 

Englewood generates approximately 
18,000 tons of municipal waste 
(residential waste) annually which is con-
sistent with Bergen County as a whole.   
Of that 18,000 tons, 2,300 tons of materi-
als were recycled.  Figure IX—4 shows 
the recent trend in the municipal recy-
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ous education program in both the 
City’s private and public schools, par-
ticularly in the elementary school level 
and to enlist students in programs de-
signed to increase recycling throughout 
the City.  A carefully crafted and funded 
recycling effort will more than pay for 
itself.   
 
An enhanced recycling program should 
establish specific tonnage goals for 
each material and should have a public 
education as well as an enforcement 
component.  Recycling in New Jersey 
and the City of Englewood is mandatory 
and the program outcomes should re-
flect the fact that all residents as well as 
businesses are required to recycle a vari-
ety of materials.  The current quantity of 
recycled materials indicate that there is 
not full participation in the program.  In 
fact, an analysis of the quantities of 
waste generated and the percentage 
of recycled materials that are actually 
being diverted from the waste stream 
through recycling shows that recycling 
can and should be dramatically in-
creased in the City.  To accomplish 
greater participation in the recycling 
program, the program itself will need to 
be transformed.  Additional staff and 
other Public Works resources may be re-
quired.  Educational materials will need 
to be generated and distributed and 

specific ordinance revisions will be nec-
essary.  Increased education, communi-
cation and enforcement should be fun-
damental components of a comprehen-
sive effort. 
 
A marked increase in recycled quantities 
will require an holistic approach and the 
Master Plan encourages the City to 
make this needed investment.   
 
With regard to ordinance revisions, a 
number of changes are recommended 
to the Englewood Municipal Land Use 
Ordinance (MLUO) including but not lim-
ited to a requirement that applications 
for site plan approval for commercial or 
industrial development utilizing 5,000 sq. 
ft. or more of land should be required to 
have a centralized collection point that 
is adequate in size and configuration to 
accommodate recycling of each of the 
mandatory materials to be recycled.   
The section governing “Major Subdivi-
sions” adequately addresses residential 
development but this section should be 
placed in the site plan section and not 
the subdivision section. 
 
Both the Planning Board and the Board 
of Adjustment should require provisions 
of the State Recycling Act to be fully im-
plemented in all site plans, however the 
inclusion of relevant provisions of this act 
as well as Englewood’s Municipal Recy-
cling Ordinance into the appropriate 
sections of the Englewood MLUO would 
advance the  required outcomes of the 

State Act and the Municipal Recycling Or-
dinance. 
 
Waste Reduction 
 
Recycling is just one part of an overall ef-
fort to decrease the amount of waste that 
requires management and disposal.   Re-
duction, (also known as source reduction 
or waste prevention), is the first and most 
important tier of the “Reduce, Reuse, Re-
cycle” solid waste management hierar-
chy. The term, waste reduction, is used to 
describe activities that decrease the 
amount (weight or volume) or toxicity of 
waste entering the solid waste stream. 
Simply stated, waste reduction means cut-
ting disposal by going right to the source: 
deciding not to make or buy something 
that becomes waste in the first place. 
Waste reduction includes activities that 
increase product durability, reusability, 
and reparability. Reuse programs keep 
materials that would normally be dis-
carded out of the waste stream. 
 
Waste reduction together with recycling 
and reuse form a comprehensive ap-
proach to eliminate waste from entering 
the disposal stream and decreasing the 
need to produce the source materials in 
the first place.  The municipality should in-
tegrate waste reduction efforts with the 
recycling program.  Education is a key 
component of a waste reduction program 
and special events can be used to sup-
port activities related to waste reduction 
and reuse. 
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A municipal waste reduction program 
should include the following: 
 
 Provide information to residents on 

the new dual stream recycling pro-
gram.  

 Provide information and a demon-
stration area to inform residents on 
backyard composting. 

 Consider means of  reducing the 
amount of unwanted printed materi-
als tossed onto driveways and lawns. 

 Support a municipal Reuse Day, or 
week, when residents can set out 
their unwanted goods at the curb for 
other residents to pick up. This will re-
quire promotion that includes infor-
mation on the date of the event, 
how long the material will be left out 
for collection by residents and when 
the event ends.  

 The information should identify the 
items that can be put out on the 
curb and should clearly state that 
NO household hazardous waste will 
be accepted. This event should be 
promoted in newspapers and the 
city web page at least one month 
prior to the event. 

 Provide community information on 

websites and organizations that link 
free, unwanted, useful items from do-
nors to recipients, such as Freecycle. 

 Provide community wide information 
on how to stop junk mail. 

 Work with the Board of Education to 
purchase recycled paper. 

 
 
 
 
 

Waste reduction for all municipal offices 
and buildings:  
 

 Require that all discarded paper be 
recycled. 

 Purchase items that are all or partially 
recycled paper products: paper tow-
els, toilet paper, trash bags, scratch 
pads, business cards, paper towels, toi-
let paper and tissues.  

 Recycle and use recycled toner car-
tridge.  
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 Use computers to reduce paper use:  
post notices electronically, and send 
documents for  review by email; let 
the recipient decide whether to print 
or not; set up shared file systems to 
let people access documents with-
out requesting a hard copy;  store 
files electronically only. 

 Reformat fax forms to avoid a cover 
sheet. 

 Buy printers and copiers that print on 
both sides. If you cannot print two-
sided documents, and if you have  
many printers, designate one to be 
the draft printer, and print on the 
back of used paper; print odd num-
ber sides, then print even number 
sides. 

 Reuse old folders; use old memos for 
scrap paper. 

 Reuse office furnishings. 

 Use refillable products such as pens, 
pencils, tape dispensers and calen-
dars.  

 Use solar powered calculators. 

 Eliminate single use cups. Encourage 
municipal workers to bring in their 
own reusable drinking cups. 

The Master Plan recommends the fol-
lowing:  
 
 The City of Englewood should review 
and revise its recycling ordinance and 
the Municipal Land Use Ordinance to 
reflect the mandatory nature of recy-
cling and to ultimately increase the 
amount of recycling in Englewood; 

 

 The City of Englewood adopt an ordi-
nance requiring demolition contractors 

to recycle certain materials (copper, lead, 
aluminum, white metals, etc.) and submit 
a report to the Building Department as 
part of the permit process; 

 

 The Municipal Land Use Ordinance 
should require that all new commercial 
development, as well as the already regu-
lated residential development, meet the 
requirements set forth above to establish 
recycling plans and construct the facilities 
needed to carry out recycling. 

Figure IX - 6:  Leaf Pickup in Englewood 



2009 Master Plan  - Revision No. 1: 10/29/09 

RECYCLING ELEMENT 

 

 

 In partnership with the Board of Edu-
cation and the private schools to de-
velop recycling educational programs in 
all of Englewood schools. 

 

 Provide recycling education for resi-

dents of the City’s multi-family com-
plexes. 

 

 Develop multi-lingual recycling infor-
mation communications, in particular in 
Spanish and Korean. 

 

 Expand community partnerships to 
improve the communication to the com-
munity about the necessity and rele-
vance of recycling. 

 

 Develop a communication strategy 
and advertising campaign using the City 
of Englewood website. 

 Vigorously monitor and enforce recy-
cling within the city.  Identify those multi-
family and commercial developments 
that are not complying and use en-
hanced communication, monitoring and 
enforcement to achieve the overall goals 
of the program. 
 

 Initiate a comprehensive waste reduc-
tion program beginning with a waste re-
duction program for all municipal build-
ings. 
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